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QUAKER SPRINGS AND SCHUYLERVILLE 

 

Congregations invite you to a 
 

FAREWELL Party 
For Pastor Ben and Alyssa Lalka 

 

Saturday June 9, 2018 
From 3 to 6 PM 

At the Schuylerville Church. 

 
 

Please come and share stories, 
Praise God for their service, say 
thank you and wish them well as they 
move on. 
 
 
 
 

 

Pastor Ben and Alyssa,  
 

We wish you all the best as you move to 
the Victor UMC.  We thank you for your 
inspiration, dedication to our community, 
guidance and care during your time with 
us.  Both of you will be greatly missed. 
 

Father God,  

As we say farewell to Pastor Ben and 

Alyssa, we entrust them into your care. 

We pray for happiness and joy to be 

ahead of them, for wisdom and 

guidance to be beside them, and for 

grace and truth to be behind them, 

pushing them onwards into your 

goodness. We know that you will always 

love and protect them wherever they 

go. Amen. 
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Beloved in Christ, 

 

May the peace of the Lord be with you. Two 

years ago, Alyssa and I were so profoundly 

blessed to have been sent by God to you. 

During our time we have been overwhelmed by 

the love and grace expressed to us by our two 

blessed churches. 

 

I know that transition can be a difficult and 

scary time for many of us. I can truly share that 

even Alyssa and I feel the same. Yet in the 

midst of our fears and questions, I am 

reminded of the hope found in Christ. The 

wonderful and amazing hope that Christ is 

doing something with our churches. The hope 

that the promise that Christ gave His disciples 

that He would never leave nor abandon them. 

The hope that Christ is working for our good, 

even using us Methodists! The profound hope 

that as I leave you I know that you are in the 

precious loving arms of God who has loved 

you first long before I came to you. 

 

I will never forget my beloved first churches in 

New York. You will always be in my heart as I 

hope I will be in yours. 

 

I have never been good at saying goodbye, so 

I choose to never to say it. Instead, I will tell 

you, “until we meet again, in this life or the 

next, and may the peace and love of Christ 

overwhelm you.” I long for the day when we all 

will gather in Glory and share the stories we 

have missed. I know and trust that God is with 

you all. I love you and will lift you all in my 

prayers! Will you join me one last time - I don’t 

know if you know this, but God is good! Amen! 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Pastor Amen, aka Benjamin Lalka 

 

 

To my first NY church family, 

 

I cannot begin to explain how grateful I am to 

have gotten to know each and every one of 

you. Ever since our very first Sunday, you have 

continued to love Ben and me as part of your 

families. We have all grown so much together 

over the past two years, both as individual 

church families and a charge family. Thank you 

for working with Ben and me as we challenged 

you and worshipped together in different ways. 

Thank you for always being patient with me 

with everything I tried to help out with, and for 

always showing me grace when I showed my 

emotions a little too much (I don’t have a poker 

face!) You all have helped me grow in my faith 

journey and as a pastor’s wife. 

 

I will always hold a special place in my heart 

for my two choir families as well. You were 

both so eager for me to join when we first 

arrived, which I honestly couldn’t understand 

why because you didn’t know me yet. So I 

waited a few months, but when I finally did, it 

was as if I had been singing with you all for 

years. To Schuylerville – thank you for the 

laughs as we practiced and goofed around. I 

needed those laughs each and every week! To 

Quaker Springs – thank you for loving your 

mascot Nelson and for the many side 

conversations we would have during rehearsal! 

 

God has blessed me so much over the past 

two years by allowing me to be in ministry with 

you. I am forever grateful for every new song, 

family history, and life lesson I have learned. I 

will miss you all immensely, but I know that 

God will continue to work through you so you 

can show future pastors and pastor spouses 

what love looks like. I thank God every day that 

Ben and I have been able to be a part of that. 

I love you all, 

Alyssa Lalka 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Sundays Bell Choir @ SUMC 1 PM 

New members welcome 

Alt. Monday Girl Scouts  6:30PM @  SUMC  

4th  Monday Emmaus (informal worship) 7PM 

Mondays Pastor’s Sabbath ( time to 
rejuvenate) 

Tuesday Bible  Study 2 to 3 @ Gloria T’s 

Wednesday QS Choir rehearsal at 7PM 

Thursdays SUMC Choir rehearsal at  7PM 

Friday  Overeaters Anonymous 10 AM @ 
SUMC 

Saturday Breakfast with Abba @SUMC   9 
AM 

Saturday Alcoholics Anonymous 8 PM @ 
SUMC 

May 29- 
June 2 

Annual Conference in Onondaga, 
NY 
Will be Live Streamed 

June 5 QS Worship Team Meeting at  7 
PM  

June 9 Farewell Party for Pastor Ben & 
Alyssa     3 to 6 PM @ SUMC 

June 19 QS Admin Council Meeting at 7 
PM 

June 24            July/August Newsletter 
Deadline 

June 
Meetings 

Check Sunday bulletins and   
announcements for specific dates 

 
Prayer - A Divinely inspired support 

system between God and God's 
people.  Please keep in prayer: 
 
Family, friends and folks we know who 

are ill, undergoing rehab, chemo, surgery, 
treatments, recouping or just in need of our 
prayers. 
 
The Women and Men of our Armed  
Forces who are working for World Peace 
 
Family and Friends in Nursing and Health Care 
Facilities 
 
Family and Friends who are grieving the lost a 
loved one. 
 
Peace and healing within our country 
 
 

 

 

SUMC GARAGE SALE  

Sat. Sept. 15th 
 

 
If anyone would like a table, they are for rent 
for $10. Call Pat Poirier at 695-6855 if you'd 
like one. The church will also have a table, so, 
if you don’t want to do your own table, you may 
donate to the SUMC table.  Breakfast and 
lunch will be served. 
--Pat Poirier 
 

 

Thanks to all who helped on our April 
Supper. 
 
 Once again we had a very successful Third 
Saturday Supper on April 21st.   We had a 
beautiful day, plenty of food and no waiting at 
all for our customers.    We served a total of 
143 dinners (92 eat in dinners, 51 take outs) 
and made a profit of $1639. 
 
 We followed our usual plan to prepare the 
basement the Thursday before the supper.  We 
welcomed our fellow Methodist Yvonne 
Woolley, from the Schuylerville church, who 
joined our members peeling potatoes 8 AM 
Saturday morning.   It was good to catch up 
with her and appreciated her generous help.    

We welcomed Paul Griffen, who just arrived 
back from the southland, to help with clean up 
and dishes along with our usual workers.  It is 
fun to catch up on our fellow members while 
setting tables or washing dishes. 

Many thanks to all our workers and dedicated 
church members who helped make this supper 
another great success. 

 -- Marion Craine   
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HAVE YOU SEEN WHAT’S NEW IN THE 
KITCHEN? 
Our fearless leader, Paul Griffen took off for 
warmer weather and left our Kitchen Crew 
without a rudder this winter…for a bit.  Then, a 
fire got lit and these beautiful new tables got 
ordered, delivered, for ease of unloading to 
Saratoga Sod.  That left them to be picked up 
by Mike McLoughlin, who then picked up Bob 
Greenfeld, and they got them as far as the 
QSUMC Kitchen…there they parked in all their 
kraft box glory….for too long.  Much discussion 
was to be had, did we have time to get all this 
done before the dinner?  How, where, where, 
when, who?  As the women were ready to just 
put a sledge hammer to the old cupboards, the 
decision was made for them.   After church one 
day, an email circulated from John Roby…..He 
had put the coffee bar together… it took 30 
minutes  (bragging a bit?, maybe?) but it did 
light that fire and shortly thereafter and in time 
for our Spring Third Saturday Supper, a New 
Prep Area was born. 
  
Dave Hoffman and John (mentioned 
previously, the experienced one) assembled 
the tables while Bob Greenfeld, Tim Lagoe and 
Tristan Stallone removed and relocated the old 
cabinets. Many hands made light work, no one 
seemed to have any nuts, bolts, or screws left 
over, and despite some concern over where 
the old cabinets wound up and their length of 
stay, this writer will admit they did come in 
handy the night of the dinner for the take out 
department’s use. 
 
The Little Church by the Side of the Road has 
rolled  into the 21st Century, at least (and that’s 
enough) in the kitchen, with the bright, clean 
sanitary work station/serving tables that can be 
moved into all sorts of configurations to suit 

any type of entertaining.  It is amazing to have 
all that storage space, except we need to be 
extra careful not to fall victim to FSS (Flat 
Surface Syndrome- a Walt Griffen-ism). Next, 
and I think pretty much last, is the floor, which 
is a pretty big undertaking.  Make sure to read 
Marion’s article recalling the installation of the 
existing floor.  

- Bonnie Greenfeld 

 
 

 
 

 Kitchen Improvements 
 

   
The kitchen has taken over a real changed 
since the kitchen cupboards have been 
removed and replaced by stainless steel tables 
all lined up in front of the stove and back 
kitchen wall.  They are higher than our old 
counters, open and very accessible as required 
by the health department.       
 
 The old cupboards were moved to Eagle Hall 
and were very nicely used to serve our take out 
while the regular dinners were served in 
Crandall Hall.  Using Eagle Hall, below our 
Sunday school rooms, allowed customers easy 
access from the lower parking lots and no 
steps for anyone picking up their many take 
outs. The trustees worked very hard to get 
everything done before Saturday, April 21st, 
and we all appreciated their endeavor.      
  
The final steps in the completion of our kitchen 
(Crandall Hall) renovation will be a new water 
proof floor.   The present one was installed by 
Joe Morris, Walt Griffen, Dan Craine and other 
helpers at least thirty years ago. They added 
several inches of cement to the old cement 
floor, installed two sump pumps and a gutter 
which goes around all sides of the floor. The 
floor has continued to need painting and now 
needs a new renovation.    

--Marion Craine 
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            QSUMC Plant Sale 
 
GROW IT AND THEY WILL COME 

  
Keep your Green Thumb in good working 
order. Our Quaker Springs gardeners outdid 
themselves Saturday morning the 19th with the 
proceeds of their 7th Annual Plant Sale 
exceeding $1000.  As of this writing, we don’t 
know by how much, it just keeps flowing 
in!  There are still plants available. This is the 
best sale in our short history of digging, 
begging, borrowing and maybe some roadside 
thievery of plants to offer our shoppers, many 
who return year after year.  
 
Despite the drizzle that turned into downright 
rain, and competition of a Royal Wedding, new 
ways of advertising helped.  The Adirondack 
Council weekly email included us, we had a 
few Craigslist shoppers and a couple who saw 
our sign.  Thanks to those who put up posters! 
  
This year we tried a couple of new ideas. Gini 
Griffen added a selection of her hand thrown 
pottery and was a success.  Bonnie set up a 
coffee bar with baked goodies and was a 
complete failure except for Tim Lagoe’s 
frequent Biscotti purchases to keep him going 
in the rain.  Live and Learn.  Our patrons come 
for plants, plants and more plants. 
  
Our new Pastor John and his wife, Jackie, and 
babies stopped by for a visit, to meet more of 
his new flock, have a snack and a chat. He 
saw Eagle Hall for the first time, had only seen 
the storage part of that building, oh dear!  
  
Many thanks to the many hands that made this 
sale a success.  Dave Hoffman, Gail Gerber, 
Bonnie Greenfeld, who dig for days. Bob 
Greenfeld who dug vinca by the yard, and 
raspberry canes, and put in new rows for me 

too.   Deb Lagoe who should have been sitting, 
but didn’t, all morning. We had several 
anonymous donations of plants, thank you.  
 
Thanks to Tim and Bob for the freshly mowed 
and trimmed lawns, for Paul Griffen for setting 
up hoses, it was actually HOT when we set the 
plants out! 
 
I think we made a good impression on all our 
visitors that is really important too. 
--Bonnie Greenfeld 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

              Supper Computerized 
 
As a final summary of our supper, Yared Hailu 
sent a complete computer print out to Tim the 
following week. 

 
This included a complete summary of 
attendance, coupons cashed in, new 
customers who signed up  to get the mailed 
post card next time, a list of old customers and 
the number of times they had been here in the 
past.  This used to be done by hand by our 
previous ticket takers and this certainly is a 
great improvement.       Many thanks to all.    

--- Marion Craine  
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Congratulations to Tristan Turner 

 
On May 14, 2018, the Saratoga County Board 
Association recognized senior from 11 area 
high schools.  Tristan Turner, from 
Schuylerville High School, was recognized for 
his outstanding community service and 
volunteerism. 

 
Tristan is a member of the Boy Scouts of 
America (an Eagle Scout), volunteers at the 
Saratoga National Cemetery and is active at 
the Quaker Springs UMC.  He recently went on 
two mission trips to Uganda and to Guatemala 
to assist with community outreach.     

 

  Thank YOU 
 
Thank you to all who participated in the spring 
clean-up day at QSUMC. A Special thank you 
to Saratoga Sod for the work crew who did a 
wonderful job on our flower gardens. 
 

 
 
 

             eGiving 
 
 
Schuylerville electronic option for making 
regular offerings. Contributions can be debited 
automatically from your checking or savings 
account [or processed using your credit or 
debit card]*. Our electronic giving program 
offers convenience for you and much needed 
donation consistency for our congregation. 
Enroll by going to www.sumethodist.org and 
click on Enroll Now. Click on Create Profile and 
follow the onscreen instructions to create your 
profile and schedule you recurring 
contributions.  

---Scott Turner 
 
 

 

    QSUMC Sunday School News  
 
After 33 faithful years of service to QSUMC 
Sunday school program, as of this year, Deb 
Lagoe has retired.  I am so grateful for all her 
work and want to THANK her for all she has 
done to grow the light of Jesus in our kids. 
From games and lessons in Sunday school to 
children led worship services, she has taught 
numerous children in our community and is 
now seeing their children at QSUMC.  
 
 I asked the kids in Sunday school to give me 
words that they thought of when asked to 
describe Mrs. Lagoe, and here is what they 
came up with: love, teacher, storyteller, fun, 
funny, creative, caring, dedicated, joy, 
patience, servant and you’re awesome!  I think 
this sums up how we all feel about Deb.   
 
THANK YOU from the kids of today and all of 
your kids from years past!  We love you! 

--Jenn Hoffman & QS Sunday School 
 
 

https://webmail.nycap.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.sumethodist.org%252F&hmac=a2c0dfda520ec0d98a02a815c45b88e4
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MEET OUR  
2018 GRADUATES 
 
 

Quaker Springs 2018 Graduates 
 
Tristan Wes Scott Turner-  
Tristan is the son of Scott & Connie Turner, 
grandson of Shirley Turner and the late Wes 
Turner and Donna Quiett-Burgio and Bob 
Burgio and the late Clayton Quiett, and best 
friend and Scout buddy of Khail Hailu. 
   
Tristan will graduate from Clean Technology 
Early College Program- Hudson Valley 
Community College and Schuylerville High 
School class of 2018.  He will be attending 
Rochester Institute of Technology for Chemical 
Engineering in the  
Fall.   
 
Our church family is welcome to attend a 
graduation party for Tristan and Khail on 
June 23rd, 2018 at 4 pm at the Fish Creek 
Rod and Gun Club (121 Route 32S). Please 
RSVP name and number attending to Scott 
or Connie.  

 
Mikhail (Khail) Yared Hailu, son of Barb and 
Yared Hailu, has been an attendee, choir 
member and acolyte of the QSUMC for seven 
years. He will be graduating from Schuylerville 
High School this coming June. He has been a 
part of clubs and sports such as the 
Schuylerville Tennis team, the National Honors 
Society, and New York Reality Check. He has 
been a member of the Drama Club since 2013 
with numerous roles including starring as the 
Beast in Beauty and the Beast. He has also 
performed with the Schuylerville Community 
Theater in Fiddler on the Roof and served as 
lighting director for Working the Musical.   
 
Mikhail is a Life Scout with troop 4013 where 
he has served as the Senior Patrol Leader and 
continues to provide adult leadership to the 
troop as an Assistant Scout.  He also provides 

service to the Schuylerville community in 
numerous ways, most notably by volunteering 
at the The Way monthly since it opened in 
August 2015. 
 
 Mikhail will be moving on to Russell Sage 
College, having been awarded a merit 
scholarship. There, he will be pursuing a 
bachelor's degree in nursing with the intention 
of continuing his education to achieve his goal 
of becoming a nurse practitioner.  
 
Blake Dodd Thomas, son of Donna and Cliff 
Thomas, received his Associate in Physical 
Sciences Degree from Hudson Valley 
Community College on May 12.  Blake decided 
to pursue his interest in physics in January 
2015 while recovering from brain tumor 
surgery.  Since he was unable to enjoy 
physical activity during his recuperation, he 
thought exercising his mind would be a good 
alternative.   
 
Not only did Blake rediscover his awe of 
physics, but he discovered Alexis (Lexi) Ponte 
in one of his science labs.  Lexi and Blake 
have been a couple for over 2 years and had 
the pleasure of graduating from Hudson Valley 
on the same day.  
 
Blake returns to Rain or Shine Tent Company, 
a local party design, decor rental and event 
services firm serving the Hudson Valley, 
Capital District, Adirondacks and 
Vermont.  Congratulations Blake! 
 
Alexis G. Ponte, daughter of Mary-Ann and 
Derek Gantt, received her Certificate in 
Biotechnology.  Lexi adds this Certificate to her 
B.A. in French and Psychology from SUNY 
Oswego.  Lexi began her new position in 
Biotech Production at Regeneron 
Pharmaceuticals in Rensselaer on May 21st.   
Best wishes to Lexi in her new endeavors! 
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Schuylerville UMC 2018 Graduates 

 

Katelyn Weed is the daughter of Amy & Chris 

Weed, sister of Brandon Weed, granddaughter 

of Nancy & Skip Weed. She will graduate from 

Schuylerville High School on June 23, 2018. 

She will be attending Utica College to be a 

Physical Therapist. 

 

Patrick Yule is the son of Jeff & Patti Yule, 

brother of Sarah Yule. He will graduate from 

Schuylerville High School on June 23, 2018. 

He will be attending Geneseo in the fall, 

majoring in Business with a minor in 

Communications. He will be working this 

summer at the SPAC Box Office. 

 

Trent Thomas is the son of Karen & Michael 

Thomas, grandson of Phyllis Thomas, great 

grandson of Gloria Thomas. He will be 

attending college of Geneseo, majoring in 

Business Marketing. 

 

Derek Bushnell is the son of Tom & Tary 

Bushnell, grandson of Judy Lee. He graduated 

from the College of Saint Rose on May 12, 

2018. He graduated Cum Laude with a BA in 

English: Adolescence Education. He is looking 

for a job teaching and presently working at 

Home Depot. 

 

Kristen Moras is the daughter of Jim & Bev 

Moras, sister of Stephen Wood, granddaughter 

of Betty Polmateer. She graduated from Albany 

State University on May 18, 2018. She 

graduated with honors and a BS in Human 

Biology. She currently works at Pizza Pasta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Olivia Wrisley is the daughter of Bill & Leslie 

Wrisley, granddaughter of Jean Wrisley. She 

graduated from Boston University on May 20, 

2018. She earned a BA in Environmental 

Science and a MA in Energy & Environmental 

Analysis. 

 

 

Blessing of Graduates prayer: 
 
Before you were even formed, God knew you. 
While in your Mother’s womb, God named you. 
At your birth, God’s breath filled you with life. 

Today we celebrate what you have become 

At this moment in time. And so we pray, 

God of our beginnings, 

We thank you for the gifts of these graduates: 

Their excitement, their awesome wonder and 

curiosity, 

Their open speech and encouraging words. 

Their contributions have blessed and 

challenged us, 

And we have become a richer 

And more diverse community because of them. 

As they step forward into the world that awaits, 

Comfort their fears with the full knowledge of 

your divine presence. 

Strengthen their resolve to walk in the 

footsteps of Jesus 

As modern-day disciples in a world that needs 

their spirit. 

Guide their feet as they move through life, 

Protecting them from the pitfalls of darkness 

While they help to lead future generations 

Into the warmth and promise of your light. 

We ask this blessing upon each of them. 

AMEN 
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THE NEW CHURCH SIGN 
  
It seems like we have been waiting forever, but 
good things take time.  It is a long process to 
paint to make sure this sign is going to last at 
least as long as the last one.  Hopefully, it 
won’t be too much longer.  In the meantime, 
we have some grounds keeping to do.  The 
side yard, where the sign goes, takes a terrible 
beating in the winter, so it needs to be graded, 
some rocks removed and the weeds 
removed.  The roses have been removed from 
the old bed, and the timbers taken away, that 
needs to be graded also.  Over the winter, 
there was only one rose that did not make it, 
but when I dug another up it happened to be 
three plants in one, so we have 7 total. They 
are thriving in their pots in the sun in my 
garden.  They should be enough to make a 
lovely garden under the new sign.  
 
When the actual placement is made, we need 
to re-seed, put in the new garden bed.  It would 
be helpful if cars were no longer parked on that 
area of grass.  It gets rather wet there, and tire 
tracks are easily left, which makes mowing 
difficult. A little care will save a lot of work 
down the road.  
--Bonnie Greenfeld 
 

 

Thank you to the Mission Team for sharing God’s 
love and serving together as God’s hands and feet. 
 

Serving Him in Guatemala – Part 2 
 
We continued to serve him daily and share 
devotionals nightly. Our team lit a candle in a 
cross holder each time to remind us that God is 
always with us and that he is the light that 
leads us to serve others.  On this night we 
shared our visit to the women’s prison. The 
building was of concrete blocks, barbed wire 
and wrought-iron bars with a small open sky 
courtyard in the middle of the building.  The 
prison housed women of all ages, and offenses 
from traffic infractions to murder.  They were 
fed only what their families would bring to the 
prison or what they could buy with the money 
they received from selling trinkets they made 
while serving their time. Today was different for 
them.  Our team arrived with open hearts, food 
and plans to do a paint and sip, (juice boxes) of 
a cross that each would be able to keep.  We 
had no idea how we would be received or what 
to expect but we knew God would provide us 
with a way to share his love with these 
women.  He did.  Crowded into the small 
courtyard our team members and the women, 
46 in all, Connie led the women and 28 small 
crosses were painted, along with one larger 
cross completed by Connie.  God was present 
in this courtyard. Connie was asked to give 
testimony to the women and through Victor our 
interpreter, gave one of the most powerful 
messages I have ever heard. On the 
International Day of the Woman, my life partner 
shared how no matter what mistakes are 
made, God can and will forgive and love you 
for who you are and tears were all around her. 
Connie’s words provided hope for these 
women, and told them that not only God loves 
them but we did too.  The women asked if they 
could keep the large painting that Connie did. 
Yes. The members of our team signed it and 
before we left that painting was hung in the 
courtyard.  The blessings were abundant that 
day. Lives were touched, prayers were shared, 
bread was broken, and new friends were 
made.  Our God is an awesome God, 
Always.  It is with a grateful heart that I thank 
you for all you have done to bring love and 
peace to these women.  Blessings to all, 
 Scott 
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QS Choir Music for May and June  
  

 
This past May 13th, the Worship Committee 
and QS Chancel choir joined together with 
Pastor Ben to have a very special time for our 
Women of the Church.   We honored all 
women of the Church and added a special 
Prayer led by Dean Deuel, to celebrate the 
dedication of our women members. The choir 
chose to sing “In the Garden” for this 
celebration, a familiar and favorite anthem.   
 
 The next two months, the choir will be singing 
anthems from our blue hymnals.   We are very 
lucky to have all four parts of music sung by 
our members. We have three tenors: Bonnie 
Greenfeld, Tim Lagoe and Bill Lagoe, two 
Bass:  Cliff Thomas and Kail Hailu, three 
altos:  Donna Dodd Thomas, Gail Gerber and 
Peg Ormsby and three sopranos: Deb Lagoe, 
Margaret Nolan and Alyssa Lalka.       
 
The music in our hymnals are written for 
singing with all the parts.  In the newer Faith 
We Sing books, hymns usually concentrate on 
the main tune of the music and all sing the 
same note.  The sound of our music is much 
richer with all four parts and each note has a 
full chord of sound.    
 
On July 1st, we shall welcome our new 
minister, Pastor John Iseman. This shall be the 
last time the choir shall sing until September of 
2018 when we shall resume regular service 
format. During the summer, we shall have a 
hymn chosen by the congregation to fill in that 
music spot. Don’t miss our next few weeks of 
service, you might hear your favorite hymn 
sung with all the parts. We look forward to 
seeing you.      
      --- Marion Craine 
 

 

 

           
 

In the Garden 
 
“In the Garden” was written by Charles Austin 
Miles in 1912.  Without a doubt, it is the most 
popular Easter hymn ever written by a 
pharmacist or composed in a photographic 
darkroom. 
 
Miles was trained as a pharmacist but his true 
calling was writing gospel songs. 
Eventually, he devoted most of his time to 
editing hymnals and songbooks.  He became a 
popular music director at various religious 
meetings and churches. 
 
Miles enjoyed amateur photography.  He used 
the isolation of the darkroom as a retreat for 
meditation on Bible verses.  One day in March 
1912, he was meditating on John: 20 – the story 
of the first Easter.  The soft blue light of the 
darkroom created a relaxing retreat. He pictured 
himself at the tomb with Mary, Peter, John and 
Jesus.  He felt as if he were there as the scene 
unfolded.  He described the experience as a 
“vision” which drained him both physically and 
emotionally.  He immediately wrote the words to 
“In the Garden”.  Later that evening, he wrote 
the music. 
 
Charles Austin Miles devoted his life to the 
service of the Lord through music.  He  summed 
up his own life: “It is as a writer of gospel songs 
I am proud to be known, for in that way I may be 
of the most use to my Master, whom I serve 
willingly although not as efficiently as is my 
desire.   
 
 -- Tim Lagoe   (Hymn Historian) 
 
Sources:  
Then Sings My Soul by Robert J. Morgan 
 The cyber hymnal on the internet 
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Children’s time at Quaker Springs UMC on 
Sunday April 22, 2018, Earth Day. 

 
We recognized both Native American Sunday 
and Earth Day on April 22, 2018.   

 
Above is a picture of Pastor Ben reading a 
story from the book  Giving Thanks, A Native 
American Good Morning Message,  written by 
Chef Jake Swamp. 
 

It is based upon an ancient message of peace 
and appreciation of Mother Earth and all her 
inhabitants.  The words of thanks in this book 
come from the Iroquois or Six Nations from 
upstate New York and Canada.   

 
The story begins with “to be human is an 
honor, and we offer thanksgiving for the gifts of 
like.  Mother Earth, we thank you for giving us 
everything we need.” 

 
The words of thanks in this book are still 
spoken at ceremonial gatherings held by the 
Six Nations. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Thank you to all of our Scouts and their 
dedicated leaders who took part in the Scout 
Sunday Service at Quaker Springs UMC on 
April 15, 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12 
 

 
The Messenger 
A Joint Newsletter of the 
Schuylerville & Quaker Springs       
United Methodist Churches   
51 Church Street & 466 Route 32 South      
Schuylerville, New York, 12871                                    
     
Published six times yearly 
 
 
 
 
The Rev. Ben Lalka 
Phone:  695-3101 
Cell:    (518)779-5991 
Email: pastorbenlalka@gmail.com   
 
 
May /June 2018 
 
 
Morning Worship & Sunday School: 
9:00 am in Quaker Springs 
11:00 am in Schuylerville 
 
The Messenger Staff:                                                         
EDITOR:   Deb Lagoe                    
WEB PAGE EDITOR:  Bill Lagoe 
(www.qsumc.com) 
WEB PAGE EDITOR:       Skip Weed 
(http://www.sumethodist.org)    
 
REPORTER, SUMC:   Phoebe Fontaine         
REPORTERS, QS:  Linda Campbell, 
Bonnie Greenfeld, Connie Turner, Marion Craine, & 
Deb Lagoe 
HYMN HISTORIAN:  Tim Lagoe 
QSUMC HISTORIAN:  Tim Lagoe 
PUBLICATION:                   Jean Wrisley &     
                                               Sue Harrington 
PASTOR:                Rev. Ben Lalka 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 First Class Postage 
 
 
 

http://www.qsumc.com/
https://webmail.nycap.rr.com/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.sumethodist.org%252F&hmac=90a438b5e31a11b693773415e573b2b5

