SUMC at 51 Church St., Schuylerville
Sunday Worship Service at 11 AM

QSUMC at 466 Route 32 South
Sunday Worship Service at 9 AM

Of the Schuylerville and Quaker Springs
United Methodist Churches
****************************************************************************

March / April 2018
******************************************************************************

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sundays

April 10

@ SUMC Bell choir 1PM – new
members welcome
Girl Scouts 6:30PM @ SUMC
Emmaus (informal worship) 7PM
Pastor’s Sabbath ( time to rejuvenate)
Bible Study 2 to 3 @ Gloria T’s
QS Choir rehearsal at 7PM
SUMC Choir rehearsal at 7PM
Overeaters Anonymous 10 AM @ SUMC
“Breakfast with Abba” Bible Study
9 AM SUMC fellowship hall
Alcoholics Anonymous 8 PM @ SUMC
Maundy Thursday Service @ 7 PM
@Quaker Springs UMC
Good Friday Service @ 7 PM
@ SUMC
Easter Egg Hunt 11AM for ages infant
to Grade 5 @ Schuylerville School
Easter Services
Sunrise @ 6:15 AM @ Bacon Hill
Reformed (Outdoor Chapel)
9 AM Quaker Springs UMC
11AM Schuylerville UMC
QS Worship Team Meeting at 7 PM

April 14

QSUMC Clean-up day 9 AM - noon

Alt. Monday
4th Monday
Mondays
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursdays
Friday
Saturday
Saturday
March 29
March 30
March 31
April 1

April 15
April 21

April 29
May 1
May 19

Scout Sunday at QSUMC 9 AM
Ham/ Turkey Dinner at QS 4 to 6 PM
May /June Messenger Deadline
QSUMC Church Council 7PM
QSUMC Annual Plant Sale
9AM- 1PM

New Beginnings
Bishop Webb has announced that Pastor Ben will
be appointed to the Victor UMC near Rochester as
of July 1. Pastor Ben and Alyssa, we wish you all
the best in your transition to Victor UMC and thank
you for your inspiration, dedication to our
community, guidance and care during your time
with us. Both of you will be greatly missed.
(See page 2 for appointment announcement)

Bishop Webb has appointed John Iseman to the
Schuylerville UMC and Quaker Springs UMC
effective July 1, 2018. (See page 3 for introduction)

prayer as we journey through this transition
process together.
I humbly ask that you join with me in prayer
as we go to God.
Abba, we know this is hard. There are so
many emotions we are feeling. Yet we remember
that You know us best. Search our hearts and fill us
with Your holy comfort. Lift in us the hope we have
in You, that even in dark and painful times You are
still with us. I trust You Lord. I know that
Schuylerville and Quaker Springs were Yours before
they were in my care. Help us to know that You are
walking with us in this journey. Most of all Lord, we
confess and affirm that we love You above
everything. So it is in Your holy and wonderful
name we pray. Amen.
QSUMC:
SUMC:
Donna Dodd-Thomas
Tena Flanders
Mike McLoughlin
Sue Harrington
Deb Lagoe
Phoebe Fontaine
Linda Campbell
Stan Barber

Appointment announcement
Beloved in Christ, many of you may already
know this announcement however it is important
for the entire body to hear.
God is doing a lot of amazing and exciting
things today and in the life of our churches. It did
not start with me and it certainly will not end with
me. God is alive and here no matter what and with
that I have to announce that as of July 1, 2018,
Bishop Mark Webb will be appointing me to the
First United Methodist Church of Victor.
It is important for us to remember in the
United Methodist Church, appointments are a year
by year basis. Although not a perfect system, the
goal of the itinerant process is to allow the Bishop
to move clergy to where their gifts and talents may
benefit not only a congregation but the clergy
member as well. In my case, I will be able to
continue my education towards Ordination.
Although I knew this was a possibility, I was
not aware of how quickly it would happen. When I
did receive the call to move, I have placed my faith
in God to continue his plan for me.
I know this comes as a shock and you may
experience a range of emotion but know that I love
you and have deeply valued our time together. I
encourage everyone to express your feelings
openly and honestly to myself and any member of
our SPRC (their names are listed below).
I am excited to announce that Pastor John
Iseman will be appointed to these churches as of
the July 1st. I know Pastor John personally and he is
an absolutely wonderful child of God. It blesses my
heart to leave you in such capable and faithful
hands.
I will miss you and I love you but as we step
out in faith and follow God’s will, we remember
God loves us and is doing exciting and amazing
things in our churches. Let us keep each other in









Prayer - A Divinely inspired support system
between God and God's people.
Please keep in prayer:
Pastors and their families transitioning to
new appointments
Family, friends and folks we know who are
ill, undergoing rehab, chemo, surgery,
treatments, recouping or just in need of our
prayers.
The Women and Men of our Armed
Forces who are working for World Peace
Family and Friends in Nursing and Health
Care Facilities
World disaster victims
Families and friends of the victims of
violence
Our Sincere Condolences to the
Recently Bereaved Families of:

Beulah Mary Hodgson (Sister of Percy Dodd)
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I met. I worked at Christ the King for about 4 years,
serving for 3 of those years as Youth Ministry and
Overnight Camp Director. Since leaving Christ the
King in August 2017 I have been a bivocational
pastor, serving Easton, Stump, South Cambridge,
and Eagle Bridge United Methodist Churches and
working full-time for Glens Falls National Bank. My
wife Jackie is nearing the completion of her
counseling degree from Clark's Summit University,
additionally she is an amazing mom, wife, and
ministry partner!

Meet our new Pastor
Pastor John Iseman, his wife, Jackie
and their children -Eliza and Josiah

We are so excited to get to meet you all and get
started. We pray you have a blessed few months
and look forward to serving Jesus alongside you
soon!
Blessings,
John, Jackie, Eliza and Josiah

SUMC Family 2018 Graduates
Attention SUMC Family-If you have a high school or college graduate,
please contact Betty Polmateer to give her
information about your graduate. You may contact
her by telephone or see her in person at church.

Hello Schuylerville and Quaker Springs United
Methodist Churches! My name is John Iseman and I
humbled and delighted to be your new pastor!
Sunday July 1 will be my first Sunday, though you
will likely get to meet me before then as I will be
working with Pastor Ben on transitioning into my
new role as he prepares for his new ministry.
In the meantime I thought I would fill you in a bit
on me and my family so you have some idea of
what to expect. My wife Jackie and I have been
married for 3.5 years and we have two kids, Eliza 2
years old, and Josiah, 9 months old. Both Jackie and
I are from the area, I am from Cambridge, and
Jackie from Greenwich, so we are excited to be
settling in a nearby community.

EASTER FLOWERS AT QSUMC
It is a tradition at QSUMC to have Easter flowers
placed around the altar in memory of loved ones.
Please have your Easter flowers at QSUMC on
Saturday, March 31st no later than noon. Please
let Barb Hailu know as soon as possible if the
flowers are being provided in memory of someone
so that their name may appear on the dedication
list.

I graduated from Colby College with a Bachelor of
Arts in Government in 2013 and began working at
Christ the King Spiritual Life Center in Greenwich
after graduation. It is there that my wife Jackie and
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Ecumenical Lenten Services
The Greater Schuylerville community is blessed to
be able to take part in these ecumenical services.
There are few communities that offer this unique
type of worship services during Lent or any other
time of year. These services not only provide the
attendees with an inspiring message and spiritually
rewarding worship service but also a time of great
fellowship with members of our community. Below
is a list of the remaining 2018 Ecumenical Lenten
Services of the Greater Schuylerville Community.
---Deb Lagoe

Thank You Choir
Through snow, sleet, snow and ice, snow and
freezing rain and MORE SNOW——the Quaker
Spring Choir has been in its pews at the front of
the church showing us all the way to celebrate our
Sunday Services.
What a wonderful attendance record we have had
through this long winter season. Now with our
final week of Lenten and the cerebration of Easter
Sunday. I want to thank all our members for their
contribution to our Sunday Worship Service. I look
forward to April showers and May Flowers to
appreciate this wonderful season of spring.
Many Thanks to you all.
------ Marion Craine

MAUNDY THURSDAY – March 29
7 PM @ Quaker Springs UMC.
Meditation: Rev. Virginia Cornell
7 PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper
@ Notre Dame- Visitation
GOOD FRIDAY Services
March 30
NOON @ St. Stephen’s
Episcopal,
Followed by light luncheon.
Preaching: The Rev. Donna Arnold
3 PM Stations of the Cross @ St. Joseph’s
7 PM Good Friday Service @ Notre Dame-Visitation
7 PM Good Friday Service @ Schuylerville UMC

A very special thank you goes out to
Alyssa Lalka for sharing your beautiful
voice with both the Quaker Springs UMC
and Schuylerville UMC choirs. You will be
missed greatly.

Saturday, March 31 --11 AM Egg Hunt
- For children: infants - 5th grade
@ Schuylerville School
8 PM Easter Vigil @ St. Joseph’s

HE IS RISEN
Sunday, April 1 EASTER SERVICES
SUNRISE SERVICE -6:15 AM Bacon Hill Reformed
(Outdoor Chapel)
9 AM Quaker Springs UMC
11AM Schuylerville UMC
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Congratulations to Isaac Cornell, son of Evan and
Karen (Griffen) Cornell, for recently becoming a
US Air Force Pilot. Grandma Linda Griffen joined
the Cornell family at the March graduation and
celebration at McLaughlin Air Force Base in Del Rio,
TX.
Congratulations to Lillian McDermott and
Harrison Rindler on their April 7, 2018 marriage in
Sonoma, CA. Lilly is the daughter of John and
Laura (Griffen) McDermott of Granville and the
granddaughter of Linda and the late Phil Griffen of
Quaker Springs. The entire extended Griffen Family
will make the trip to CA to help celebrate with the
happy couple.

Derek Bushnell has been selected by the Thelma
P. Lally School of Education at The College of Saint
Rose to receive the Outstanding Senior Award at
the Honors Convocation on March 24, 2018.
This award recognizes students who have
demonstrated distinguished academic
achievement. Derek is attending Saint Rose and
will graduate in May with a Bachelor’s Degree
in Secondary Education with a concentration in
English.

On Sunday, February 11th, Scott Turner was
presented with one of Scouting's highest awards,
the Silver Beaver. The Silver Beaver is an award
given to those who implement the Scouting
program and perform community service through
hard work, self-sacrifice, dedication, and many
years of service.

We are so proud of him and how hard he is
working toward his goal of becoming an
English teacher.
Derek would like to thank his church family for all
their love and support.
Tom & Tary

The Silver Beaver Award was introduced in 1931
and is a council-level distinguished service award of
the Boy Scouts of America. Recipients of this award
are registered Scouters who have made an impact
on the lives of youth through service given at the
council level.

Linda Griffen celebrates birthday.
Linda Griffen braved the cold and snow to come
home in February to celebrate her 80th birthday at
the Prime Restaurant at Saratoga National with all
of her children and their spouses. Grandson Will
Griffen took a break from Cornell to help celebrate
and represent the grandkids. Linda then traveled
to Jay Peak, VT for the week with Steve, Laurie and
Luke Griffen, Andy and Sara (Griffen) Hoofnagle
and daughters Meg and Jane from Seattle, and
Laura Griffen McDermott.
Congratulations to Hannah and Freddie Wolf on
the birth of their son Cormac Phillip Wolf, born
February 21, 2018 in Nashville, TN. Cormac is the
grandson of John and Laura (Griffen) McDermott of
Granville and the great-grandson of Linda Griffen
and the late Phil Griffen of Quaker Springs.
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Khail Hailu was awarded the Capital region Youth
Advocate of the Year Award (YAYA) for 2018.
The Youth Advocate of the Year Award, sponsored
by Reality Check of New York State, honors the
outstanding work of youth advocates who have
taken the lead in holding the tobacco companies
accountable for marketing to youth.

Bill and Gloria were single teachers at the same
high school when they met. They began working on
songs together. Bill wrote the music and Gloria
wrote the lyrics, although both were English
teachers. As the saying goes “They made beautiful
music together.” and were soon married. I also
met my wife (Deb) while teaching in a public
school. We went on to make beautiful music
together in the QSUMC choir.
In the late 1960’s, the Gaithers were going
through a particularly rough time. Their lives
seemed like an afternoon soap opera. They had
two children. Suzanne was four and her sister Amy
was three months. This was not the best time for
Gloria to become pregnant again. The situation
was further complicated as Bill was recovering
from mononucleosis. Meanwhile, the plot
thickens, when Bill’s sister divorced her husband
and a close family friend accused the Gaithers of
using their ministry for financial gain.
Gloria and Bill felt overwhelmed and depressed. At
times like these, we could all use a friend.
Fortunately, the Gaithers had one.
An unnamed close friend wrote a short prayer
that buoyed the Gaithers spirits and strengthened
their faith. In July 1970, Gloria had a healthy baby
boy. The Gaither’s were ecstatic. Life had turned
the corner. In response to their regained joy and
enthusiasm the Gaithers wrote “Because He Lives”
in 1971. The Gaiters continue a successful music
career today. To date, they have won five
Grammys for gospel music.

This was awarded due to Khail for his work with the
group Reality Check. This is a youth led anti-Big
tobacco advocacy group that is working to affect
healthy changes in their community. Khail has met
with local officials and presented a petition to
make local parks such as Fort Hardy and Hudson
Crossing smoke free.

Because He Lives
“Because He Lives” was written by William and
Gloria Gaither in 1971. It seemed like a perfect
title for an Easter hymn. It’s one of 600 Christian
songs that the couple co-wrote. You might
recognize “He Touched Me” and “There’s
Something About That Name” as popular hymns
that they also composed. Both can be found in our
hymnal.
Bill began performing in college when he formed
the “Bill Gaither Trio”. It consisted of his sister and
brother. The group played a mix of contemporary
and Christian music.
Eventually, Bill’s sister was replaced by Gloria.
Wives do that to sisters every time. A check of the
Gaither’s current website shows 30 to 40 concerts
on the schedule with ticket prices running from $35
to $236. Obviously, the Gaithers are very popular
performers who are doing very well.

Tim Lagoe, Hymn Historian
Sources on the internet:
Gaither .com
Wikpedia. com
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distributor of tiny toys to our tiny tot visitors  - at the
store 2-4 times a week - Tim Lagoe – Every week, he
picks up the blue bin bags and takes them to the St.
Pauley bin … usually a truck full of bags !!  - Skip
Weed – Starting last fall, he decided that every week he
would pick up the donations twice a week and bring the
bags down to the Way  - Tena Flanders – she keeps
the books, and last fall took on preparing the work
schedule of the volunteers at the Way – Adam Barber –
who donated snow plowing for us this year – and Jess
Killian – who puts our ads in the papers and pictures of
the store on Facebook.

Baked Ham and Roast Turkey Dinner
On April 21 at QSUMC

On Saturday, April 21 from 4-6pm Quaker Springs
Church will be serving a baked ham and roast
turkey dinner. WE NEED YOUR HELP TO MAKE THIS
A GREAT SUCCESS.
Saturday April 20th at 8am, we will meet to
peel potatoes, prepare dressing, cole slaw, gravy
and finish up last minute details. At 3:30 all
workers will meet to get assignments and get ready
to serve our customers arriving at 4pm.
DONATIONS OF PIES should be at the
church by then.
After all of our guests have been served, all
workers are invited to a free dinner. Volunteers to
assist with clean up are greatly appreciated.
Please join us in any way you can. This is a
fun fundraiser for our church and your
contributions of time and money are very much
appreciated. Please let Marion Craine know if you
can help.

In the past three and a half years, we have donated just
under $15,000 back to area community organizations.
The Way has also donated free clothing through our gift
coupons at the local food pantry, with the local back
pack program, and in the store itself.
There are many more volunteers – probably 30-40 at
least – who help out – more about that in the next
Messenger … in the meantime, if you see any of the
above people, please give them a “shaka” (a Hawaiian
thanks) and thanks – it’s well-deserved 
-Sue H

Quaker Springs UMC
175th Anniversary

“It’s the Little Things”

Next year will be the 175th anniversary of QSUMC.
The Church Council has approved the formation of
a committee to start planning for this celebration.

The Way continues to thrive, thanks to
the generosity of the multitude of people who have
cleaned out their closets and donated oh so much
clothing! We continue to thrive, also, because of the
“behind the scenes” work of many people from SUMC,
QSUMC, and our local community

If you would be interested in being on this
committee, please email me and let me know you
are interested (dlagoe@nycap.rr.com) or sign your
name on the clipboard at QSUMC.
--Deb Lagoe

At this time I want to take time to thank those people
who faithfully make a contribution each and every week
in their hours of service – the “regulars” who have done
the “little things” that keep us thriving --- Mary Jo
Michaud – “master clothes hanger, shoe sorter,
accessory arranger and sounding board for ideas…at
the store 2-4 times a week -Peggy Mehok – “master
sorter” of all kinds of clothes, desk helper, and
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God. Their faith is what defines then, not their
surroundings.

Serving Him in Guatemala – Part 1
By Scott Turner

On a personal note, this is my fourth trip to Guatemala
to serve at SOHWH. I have found that each experience
is different, but the one common feeling is how
humbling it is to see how those with almost nothing
have so much love and faith in God.
It is everywhere. I was asked once, why I chose to go all
the way to Guatemala to help those in need when so
many are in need right here at home. My answer is
this. I truly believe that is where God wants me to
serve, and to lead others to serve there. We have
programs at home that help those in need. They can
reach out to get help. The people in most third world
countries live in the poorest of conditions. They lack the
basic needs like food, potable water, shelter, and
clothing. Help is needed and it is people like yourselves
who support mission trips that make helping them
possible.

After months of preparation and prayer, and a short
travel delay, our team arrived in Guatemala on March
4th ready to serve the organization, The James Project of
Latin America (JPLA), specifically at the Shadow of His
Wings Home (SOHWH) in the small town of Monjas,
Jalapa. Our team of 14 was made up of eleven team
members from NY, two from Kansas and one from VT.
Nine members were experiencing their first mission trip
to Guatemala and two were flying for their first time
ever. More importantly, this group was a team from six
different churches and three denominations all ready to
serve together as God’s hands and feet.
We started our week with a visit with the children of
SOHWH. Our team was overwhelmed by the love and
gratitude of the children, house parents and staff. We
played games, and sang songs and just enjoyed being
together.

It is with a grateful heart that I thank you for all you
have done for them.
Blessings,
Scott

Tuesday was market day where we as a team went
shopping in downtown Monjas to purchase food for
four food baskets to be donated to needy
families. These baskets included four live chickens.
This shopping also included buying snacks and food for
the local nursing home. Our visit to the nursing home
was humbling for everyone on our team. The residents
live in a concrete block home, in open bays and rely on
food donated by the teams and the local
community. There is no public funding. The home has a
community casket that it used when residents pass
away. To say that they are in need would be an
understatement. When our team shared with the
residents snacks and prayers it was us who received the
blessing. Their faith in our God was strong. Their love
unshakable. They prayed for us and gave thanks for all
that they had. Most of our team did not speak or
understand Spanish, but the smiles from them spoke
volumes. Our God is an awesome God.
We spent the afternoon delivering the food baskets and
chickens to families in the community. They invited us
into their homes where we prayed with them. It is
difficult to describe how poor these families were.
Imagine living in a small concrete block home, or under
a tarp, or near a dump. There was no sadness. They had
nearly nothing, but had everything. They have

Thank you to the Mission Team for sharing God’s
love and serving together as God’s hands and feet.
8

anticipate what will fill the gap by our Little Church
by the Side of the Road. -----Bonnie Greenfeld

NOTICE ANYTHING MISSING?
For a few months now there has been a big blank
space where our church sign used to stand. After
decades of service, and on my watch, of course, it
finally succumbed to the elements and toppled
over. I had notice its rapid deterioration after
being handed the responsibility of changing the
signage by Dan Craine. I glued, re-placed screws,
and finally resorted to taping letters into place due
to the plastic channels that held them giving out. I
brought up the issue, then one day, I went out and
the snow plows had thrown a good dose of heavy,
wet, crusty debris upon it and caved it in so I could
no longer use one side at all…but still, the
important part that we were QUAKER SPRING
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH, still stood
proudly. Until the email came from Tim, it was
over, its legs could no longer stand.

********Annual Plant Sale**********
Quaker Springs United Methodist Church
466 Route 32 South, Schuylerville

7th Annual Plant Sale
May 19th 9 A.M. – 1 P.M.
(Rain or Shine)
Need plants to replace those that did not survive
the harsh winter? Come check out the large
variety of perennials, bulbs, trees from local
gardens, plus Garden Décor. Mark your calendars.
We hope to see you there.

Since then, the Trustees, led by Bob Greenfeld,
have researched a replacement and have come up
with a plan for Adirondack Sign Company to design
and construct a new, weatherproof replacement
for us. It will be larger, more colorful and have
space for more of our messages. Before this will be
put into place there is a lot of work to do. It
started already with the removal of the dead tree
that blocked the view of our old sign. That was
accomplished by Tim Lagoe and Mike McLoughlin.

---Deb Lagoe

Spring Clean UP At QSUMC
A spring clean-up workday will be held
on Saturday, April 14 from 9 AM until
Noon.

The area by our property line and road way will
need to be cleaned and graded to be ready for its
installation, and the rose garden removed and
replanted. Of course, just like at home, when you
do one thing, it makes other things that need doing
jump out at you, so probably lots of help doing.
Chores around the outside will be needed. This will
be a great time to do a spruce up for our 175th
Anniversary that is coming up in 2019. Many hands
make light work!

Many hands make light work. So if you free, please
consider lending a hand in the spring cleaning of our
church and grounds. All help would be greatly
appreciated.

In the next couple of weeks, there will be a final
draft of what our beautiful sign will look like and
Bob will bring it to church so all can see and
9

The Messenger
A Joint Newsletter of the
Schuylerville & Quaker Springs
United Methodist Churches
51 Church Street & 466 Route 32 South
Schuylerville, New York, 12871
Published six times yearly

First Class Postage

The Rev. Ben Lalka
Phone: 695-3101
Cell: (518)779-5991
Email: pastorbenlalka@gmail.com

March /April 2018

Morning Worship & Sunday School:
9:00 am in Quaker Springs
11:00 am in Schuylerville
The Messenger Staff:
EDITOR:
Deb Lagoe
WEB PAGE EDITOR:
Bill Lagoe
(www.qsumc.com)
WEB PAGE EDITOR: Skip Weed
(http://www.sumethodist.org)
REPORTER, SUMC:
Phoebe Fontaine
REPORTERS, QS:
Linda Campbell,
Bonnie Greenfeld, Connie Turner, Marion Craine, &
Deb Lagoe
HYMN HISTORIAN:
Tim Lagoe
QSUMC HISTORIAN:
Tim Lagoe
PUBLICATION:
Jean Wrisley &
Sue Harrington
PASTOR:
Rev. Ben Lalka

10

